
The growth of parliamentary government; the influence of Prussian mil-
itarism; industrialisation; social reform and the growth of socialism; the 
domestic importance of the Navy Laws. 



The German Constitution: The German Empire was created in 1871 and ran until 1918 
(when WWI ended). Kaiser Wilhelm II ran the nation from 1888 until he abdicated  on 
November 9th 1918. 

The constitution (the way a country is run) made the Kaiser an extremely powerful man. 
In 1871, when the German Empire was created, the Kaiser was the most powerful individ-

1) At the very top of the chain of 
power was the Kaiser. He was the 
leader of the army, dealt with for-
eign policy and could pick and choose 
his chancellor. He could also dissolve 
(stop listening to) the Reichstag at 
any time. 

2) Beneath him was the Chancellor 
(the person who ran the govern-
ment). This was the second most 
powerful position; the Chancellor 
made new laws (legislation) and was 
more powerful than the Bundesrat 
and the Reichstag. He was chosen by 
the Kaiser. 

3) The Bundesrat was made up from 
members from each German state (a 
state is like a large county). If any 
new law was to be passed the Bun-
desrat had to approve. But the Kai-
ser could still over rule the Bundes-
rat. 

4) At the very bottom of the power 
system was the  Reichstag. They 
couldn’t make new laws but could 
pass or reject laws handed down by 
the Bundesrat. Members of the 
Reichstag were elected every 3 
years and then every 5 years after 
1888. They had no say in who the 
chancellor was or who served in the 
government. 

 

The Kaiser hated democracy and disliked working with the 
Reichstag. He  preferred to put his trust within the army and 
relied on military advisors to help him make significant deci-
sions. 

The Prussian army had helped Germany become one country in 
1871 (unification). Up until 1871 Germany was split into lots of 
independent states Prussia was one of these states. Wilhelm 
admired the Prussian military and this influenced him to invest 
in policy of militarism. This meant that he put a lot of money 
into his Army and Navy. He then used the military to spread 
Germany’s influence. Wilhelm wanted to make Germany a super 
power and believed the upper classes had the most power in 
Germany. 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE: Like lots of European countries, in the 1800s 
Germany’s economy grew and the country became modernised due to industrialisa-
tion. Between 1890 and 1914 the production of Germany’s coal out put doubled and 
as a nation Germany became responsible for two-thirds of the world’s steel produc-
tion. 

Workers were treated horrendously and became aware of their strength as part of 
the working class. Socialism grew as a political idea (ideology) because it promised to 
help working classes. The Social Democrats (SPD a political party became very popu-
lar 



During the late 1800s and early 1900s the 
population of towns and cities grew and grew. 
This meant the working classes also began to in-
crease in size. The working classes wanted better 
working conditions as well as improved living con-
ditions. The workers also wanted industries to be 
regulated.  

The government that was in place during the Kai-
ser’s reign were reluctant to pass any reforms to 
industries because they were afraid there would 
be an increase in socialist ideas. That meant 
groups that promised change for workers became 
more popular.  

In 1887 the Social Democratic Party (SPD) had 
just 11 seats in the Reichstag, by 1903 it had 81 
seats. Workers unions also became more popular 
by 1914 there were 3.3 million members in work-
ers unions. 

The SPD and Unions promised to work with the 
government but the Kaiser wasn't interested. 

German politics  

became more unstable and more radical. The upper classes be-
gan to worry about the size of the working classes . They 
thought their position was under threat. As support for the 
SPD grew, it also triggered a n increase in nationalist groups 
too. 

This made things very awkward for the Kaiser—he knew he had 
to keep the upper classes happy as they supported him but also 
realised he had to introduce reforms to stop a revolution. The 
SPD also refused to pass laws in the Reichstag. 

The Kaiser tries to keep everyone happy: the Kaiser 
introduced some reforms such as the Workers’ Protec-
tion Act which was introduced to make the work place a 
lot safer for workers.  He also tried to increase support 
for the Navy and the Army by introducing a law called 
Weltpolitik. The Kaiser thought these political decisions 
may increase support for the government. However, by 
1912 the Social Democrats were the biggest party in the 
Reichstag. But the increase in the Navy made people feel 
patriotic there were now 19 battleships and in 1900 
there were plans to increase the Navy over 17 years. 

The SPD had VERY 
different  political 
ideas compared to 
the Kaiser. They 
thought the workers 
needed more rights 
and thought the up-
per classes had too 
many privileges . 

FURTHER FACTS SURROUNDING .THE NAVY 
LAWS: In 1898 the first Navy Law was passed. Its 
eventual aim was to build a GREAT NAVY to rival 
Great Britain's. Germany increased their NAVY to 19 
Battleships.  

In 1900 the Reichstag passed another Navy La,w 
which put a 17 year navy expansion programme into 
place. 

The government used propaganda to promote the 
Navy Laws and inspire patriotism.  

The laws were popular amongst nationalists. When 
socialist spoke against the laws they were viewed as 
unpatriotic. In 1907 the SPD lost 36 seats  in the 
Reichstag.  BUT by 1912 the SPD had grown again. 

 



Q1 - What does constitution mean? 

a) the way a country is run 

b) an old fashioned book 

c) when someone cannot go to the toilet 

d) an old ship 

Q2 - When was the German empire created? 

a) 1870 

b) 1871 

c) 1918 

d) 1914 

Q3 - When did the Kaiser abdicate? 

a) November 9th 1918  

b) November 11th 1918 

c) November 5th 1918 

d) September 6th 1918 

Q4 - Who led the old German constitution 

a) The Kaiser  

b) The Bundesrat 

c) The Reichstag 

d) The army 

Q5 - What was the second most powerful position in 

Germany after the Kaiser? 

a) The Imperial Parliament 

b) The Chancellor 

c) The Bundesrat 

Q6 - What was the role of the Chancellor? 

a) Lead the army 

b) Ran a German state 

c) Made new laws  

d) summoned the imperial parliament 

Q7 - How would describe a German state? 

a) a mess 

b) a country 

c) a border 

d) a large county  

Q8 - what was the role of the Bundesrat? 

a) to mimic animals like rats 

b) to run the army 

c) approve new laws  

d) design roads 

Q9 - Who was at the bottom of the power system? 

a) the chancellor 

b) the Imperial Parliament 

c) the Bundesrat 

d) The Reichstag 

Q10 - Which group did the Kaiser prefer on the pow-

er system? 

A) the army  

b) the Reichstag 

c) the Bundesrat 

Q11 - Which army had helped Germany become one 

country in 1871? 

a) The Russian army 

b) The Prussian army  

c) The Cushion army 

Q12 - what does militarism mean? 

a) where you make friends with other nations 

b) when you are proud of your nation 

c) when you spend the majority of your nation's mon-

ey on your armed forces 

Q13 - which classes did Kaiser Wilhelm II admire the 

most? 

a) working 

b) middle 

c) none 

d) upper  

Q14 - How much of the world's steel came from 

Germany in 1914? 

a) two-thirds 

b) a quarter 

c) all 

d) 3/4 

Q15) - what new political belief system began to 

grow in at the beginning of the 1900s? 

a) Democracy 

b) Liberalism 

c) Socialism  

d) Dictatorship 

Q16) - which political party became very popular due 

to the growth of Socialism? 

a) the KPD 

b) the NSPD 

C) the SPD  

d) the Bundesrat 

Q17) - which class system grew in the 1800s and the 

early 1900s? 

a) the middle classes 

b) the upper classes 

c) the underclasses 

d) the working classes 

Q18 - what two things did the working classes want 

the most 

a) improved living and working conditions 

b) more food 

c) new clothes 

d) the chance to serve in the army 

Q19 - what was the government afraid of in the 

Kaiser's era? 

a) Liberalism 

b) democracy 

c) Socialist ideas 

d) dictatorships 

Q20 - How many seats in the Reichstag did the SPD 

have by 1903? 

a) 11 

b) 92 

c) 81 

d) 11 

Q21 - What also became more popular in the early 

1900s? 

A) workers unions 

b) dictators unions 

c) flags 

d) rugby union 

Q22 - How many members were there in Workers 

unions by 1914? 

a) 3.3 million 

b) 33 million 

c) 3 million 

d) 30,000 

Q23 - what also increased when the size of the work-

ing classes increased? 

a) nationalist groups 

b) liberal groups 

c) middle classes 

d) upper classes 

Q24 - What "Act" did the Kaiser introduce in order to 

keep the Working classes happy? 

a) Workers' Protection Act 

b) Nuremburg Act 

c) The Enabling Act 

d) Class Act 



War weariness, economic problems; defeat; the end of 
the monarchy; post war problems including reparations, 
the occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation.  



In November 1918 sailors refused to follow the Kaiser’s orders 
and some soldiers in Hanover didn’t stop protests and riots. Com-
munists such as Kurt Eisner (a Jewish Communist) encouraged 
mass strikes in Munich. 

 

By 1918 the people in Germany struggled 
to get basic food supplies. The Allies had 
blocked Germany’s ports and people in 
Germany faced starvation. 

The lack of resources meant people in 
Germany began to call for democracy and 
a change to the political system. There 
was widespread anger. 

By November 1918 Germany was almost facing civil war. There 
were huge protests in Berlin and the SPD called for the Kaiser to 
abdicate. On the 9th November 1918 the Kaiser abdicated 
(stepped down from power). On the same day the SPD and the 
Independent Social Democratic Party (USPD) declared Germany 
as republic (this meant there was no king or queen and Germany 
would be ruled by politicians. On November 10th all the state 
leaders that the Kaiser had put in place stepped down from power 
and new revolutionary state governments took over instead. Ger-
many was now run as a democracy. 

 On 11th November the Armistice was 
signed—this brought an official end to 
WWI. It was signed by the new leaders 
of Germany and the Allies (Britain, France 
and the USA). The government felt Ger-
many could not win the war.  But this an-
gered lots of right-wing nationalists who 
believed that Germany could have won the 
war. 

The SPD and the USPD took temporary 
charge over Germany until elections could 
take place in January 1919. They were 
called the Council of People’s Representa-
tives.  

 

The Weimar Republic was the newly formed government 
that led Germany after WWI.  Germany was now governed 
as a democracy. People in Germany now had a voice. But it 
struggled from the start because it was a weak govern-
ment.  There were flaws (problems) in the constitution 
making it weak. Friedrich Ebert the leader of the SPD was 
the first president. 

Weimar is a city in central Germany.  

Constitution = a set of rules that states how a country is 
run. 



Humiliation: Clause 231 in the Treaty of Versailles (The War 
Guilt Clause) said Germany were to blame for WWI. Lots of 
Germans believed they were merely protecting themselves. 

Vulnerable: Germany’s army was reduced to 100, 000 men and 
were only allowed 6 Battleships – no air force or armoured 
vehicles. This scared Germans as they would be unable to de-
fend themselves from attack. Germany were not allowed to put 
any troops in the Rhineland (a piece of land between France 
and Germany); this meant they were vulnerable to attack from 
France. 

Economic Damage through reparations: Germany were forced 
to pay an impossible £6600 million pounds in reparations 
(sorry money) 

Loss of Land: Germany lost its empire – areas from around 
the globe that Germany once owned were now put in the hands 
in the League of Nations (a world-wide peace keeping group 
made from leaders of different nations).  These areas were 
now called mandates. Germans hated losing land and territory 
they felt anger and embarrassment. 

President Ebert signed the Treaty of Versailles: The Treaty of Versailles was signed in 
June 1919 and was an extremely unpopular political decision. Germans did not like the fact 
their new politicians had accepted the terms as it made Germany economically weak. It also 
made them vulnerable to attack. 

Remember Germany signed the Armistice on the 11th November 1918; following this the Treaty of Ver-
sailles was imposed on Germany. The British, French and the USA (The WWI Allies) could have poten-
tially invaded Germany if the new German politicians refused to accept the terms. The Allied Leaders 
were as follows: Woodrow Wilson (USA) Georges Clemenceau (France) and David Lloyd George (Britain). 

Germany was not invited to discuss the terms and had no influence in key ideas. Ebert refused to sign 
the treaty at first but knew if he didn’t accept the terms then Germany 

may have been invaded. He reluctantly signed the treaty. The new German politicians were 
already disliked by some for signing the Armistice but now they were hated by many for 
agreeing to the Treaty of Versailles. 

Germans felt betrayed by the Weimar Republic: The Treaty of Versailles caused 
resentment towards the Weimar Republic. Germans called the treaty a Diktat (a set 
of terms people have to accept). Many German citizens blamed Ebert for accepting 
these terms. Some Germans believed that the signing of the Armistice was a mistake 
and they felt they had been stabbed in the back by their new government. Many Ger-
mans believed that the Weimar politicians had brought the treaty on Germany and it 
was unnecessary. 

Overall, The Treaty of Versailles played a significant part in the failure of the Wei-
mar Republic. It created long term economic, political and social problems.  

This German cartoon shows the Allies as a demons and monsters creating laws for Germany to accept. 



JANUARY - AUGUST 1923: HYPERINFLATION  

The Franco-Belgian occupation of the Ruhr began in January 1923. Ger-
man miners in the Ruhr met the occupation with passive resistance (not 
fighting), embarking on strike action and a series of ‘go-slows’. The Ger-
man government, led by Chancellor Wilhelm Cuno, encouraged the cam-
paign of passive resistance and attempted to support the campaign by 
continuing to pay wages to miners in the Ruhr whilst they were on strike.  

From 1919, successive governments had attempted to pay-off Germany’s 
war debts and reparation obligations by printing increased quantities of 
money. By 1923, this policy had brought the German economy to the 
brink of hyperinflation (when the price of products increases and money 
becomes worthless) and Cuno’s decision to further increase the printing 
of currency rapidly drove the economy into a state of terminal hyperin-
flation. By the autumn of 1923, prices of basic commodities had spiralled 
out of control and there were 4.2 trillion German marks to the US dollar.  

DECEMBER 1922: OCCUPATION  

By late 1922, Germany and the Allies had 
entered into a stand-off over the issue of 
reparation repayments. Germany had de-
faulted on its reparations payments to 
such an extent that the governments of 
France and Belgium ordered troops to oc-
cupy the Ruhr, a major industrial region in 
western Germany. The French and Belgian 
governments intended that their troops 
would supervise the extraction and confis-
cation of coal from German mines in the 
Ruhr in lieu of reparation repayments.  

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 1923: STRESEMANN  

Cuno was forced to resign as Chancellor in August 1923 after the Reichstag passed 
a motion of no confidence in his government. Cuno was succeeded by DVP politician 
Gustav Stresemann who immediately took a series of measures aimed at bringing 
an end to hyperinflation and reopening negotiations on reparation repayments with 
the Allies. By the end of 1923, Stresemann had succeeded in stabilising the Ger-
man economy whilst his negotiations with the Allies eventually brought an end to 
the occupation of the Ruhr.  Stresemann also introduced a new currency called the 
Rentenmark—this gave the German economy a chance start over again. 



END OF PASSIVE RESISTANCE  

Almost as soon as he became chancellor, Stresemann 
called for an end to passive resistance in the Ruhr.  

The end of strike action in the Ruhr not only relieved the 
German government of the obligation to pay a striking 
workforce, it also ensured that coal production resumed 
within the Ruhr and enabled Germany to restore a source 
of much needed income.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RENTENMARK  

Stresemann realised that only the issue of 
new currency would bring hyperinflation under 
control and in October 1923, Stresemann in-
troduced a new, temporary currency called the 
Rentenmark.  

The Rentenmark was backed by funds raised 
from mortgaging German land and industry.  

The Rentenmark was issued in strictly controlled 
quantities and successfully stabilised the German 
economy.  

 NEGOTIATION OF THE DAWES PLAN  

As a result of the Crisis of the Ruhr, the 
Allies set up a committee to solve the 
problem of how Germany was going to pay 
reparations.  

The committee was led by American 
banker Charles Dawes who suggested that 
the USA make a huge loan to Germany to 
rebuild German trade and industry.  

The Dawes Plan was accepted by both 
the Allies and Germany in August 1924.  

 



Q1 - Which arm of the military refused to follow the 

Kaiser's orders at the end of WWI? 

a) the army  

b) the air force 

c) the navy 

d) the marines 

Q2 - What was being encouraged in major cities by 

Communist supporters? 

a) strikes 

b) to continue fighting 

c) join the army 

d) join the navy 

Q3 - On what date did the Kaiser abdicate? 

a) 8th November 1918 

b) 9th November 1919  

c) 11th November 1919 

d) 10th November 1919 

Q4 - After the Kaiser abdicated, what did Germany 

declare itself? 

a) a republic  

b) a communist nation 

c) a dictatorship 

d) an autocracy 

Q5 - what famous document was signed at the end 

of WWI to end all fighting? 

a) The Armistice 

b) The Treaty of Versailles 

C) The Dawes Plan 

D) The Locarno Pact 

Q6 - which two political parties took charge of Ger-

many until January 1919's elections? 

a) The NSPD and the Nazis 

b) The Nazis and the Labour Party 

c) The Conservative Party and the Liberal Democrats 

d) The SPD and the USPD 

Q7 - who was the first president of the Weimar Re-

public 

a) Egbert 

b) Elert 

c) Ebert 

Q8 - What famous document was created in June 

1919 which Germany was forced to sign? 

a) The Treaty of Versailles 

b) The Armistice 

c) The Dawes Plan 

Q9 - Which country was NOT invited to discuss the 

terms of the Treaty of Versailles? 

a) France 

b) Britain 

c) Germany 

Q10 - what term of the Treaty of Versailles blamed 

Germany for WWI? 

a) Clause 231 

b) Clause Number 1 

c) Santa Clause 

d) Clause 232 

Q11 - How many battle ships were the Germans 

allowed? 

a) 60 

b) 16 

c) 6 

d) 62 

Q12 - How much money (in £s) did the Germans 

have to pay in Reparations? 

a) 6 million 

b) 65 million 

c) 6600 million 

d) 16 million 

Q13 - Which two countries invade Germany when 

they could not pay reparations? 

a) France and Belgium 

b) USA and UK 

c) Poland and Czechoslovakia 

d) Ireland and France 

Q14 - What were the German workers ordered to do 

when the French and Belgians invaded? 

a) Fight 

b) Run 

c) Keep working 

d) Use passive resistance 

Q15 - what did the government do to pay the work-

ers on strike? 

a) sign the Dawes Plan 

b) sign the Locarno Treaty 

c) print more money  

d) nothing 

Q16 - How many German marks were there to the 

US dollar (by 1923?) 

a) 5.2 trillion 

b) 3.2 trillion 

c) 4.2 trillion 

d) 6.6 trillion 

Q17 - what is the name given to the financial issues 

of country when their economy goes out of control 

a) hyperdrive 

b) inflation 

c) deflation 

d) hyperinflation 

Q18 - what was the name of the Chancellor who 

replaced Wilhelm Cuno? 

a) Gustav Stresemann 

b) Gustav Stretman 

c) Adolf Hitler 

d) Ebert 

Q20 - what did Stresemann do help relieve hyperin-

flation? 

a) created a new current 

b) created a new corridor 

c) created a new currency 

d) created an agreement with Japan 

Q21 - what was the name of the new currency? 

a) the richteinmark 

b) the rentenmark 

c) the richteinmark 

d) the reckteinmark 

Q21 - Which country did the Germans borrow money 

from? 

a) France 

b) UK 

c) Russia 

d) USA 

Q22 - What was the name of the plan whereby Ger-

many borrowed money from the USA 

a) The Locarno Pact 

b) The League of Nations 

c) The Dawes Plan 

d) The Rentenmark 

Q23) How many men were allowed in Germany's 

army? 

a) 10, 000 men 

b) 20, 000 men 

c) 15, 000 men 

d) 100, 000 men 

Q24) Which man was not invited to discuss the 

terms of the Treaty of Versailles? 

a) Gustav Stresemann 

b) Georges Clemenceau 

c) Woodrow Wilson 

d) David Lloyd George 



 

Political change and unrest, 1919-23, including Spartacists, Kapp Putsch and 
the Munich Putsch; the extent of recovery during the Stresemann era (1924-
1929): economic developments including the new currency, Dawes Plan and the 
Young Plan; the impact of the impact of international agreements on recovery; 
Weimar culture. 



The Council of People’s Representatives 
organised elections in January 1919 to put 
forward the creation of a new parliament. 
Germany was now a democratic republic 
and the people of Germany had a say in 
how the country was run. 

Friedrich Ebert became the first President of Germany 
and the Chancellor was a man called Philip Scheidemann. 
Ebert was the leader of the SPD (the most popular politi-
cal party.) They SPD were the Socialist Democratic Party 
and they were a centre left party. In February 1919 new 
politicians of the Reichstag met to create a new constitu-
tion of Germany historians call the constitution the Wei-
mar Republic. 

The new constitution was created in 
a way to give more people a say and 
also to make sure the elections 
were as fair as possible. Even very 
small independent parties were giv-
en a seat in the Reichstag even if 
they got 0.4% of the vote or above. 

Women could now vote and the vot-
ing age was lowered to 20 now the 
German public had the power to 
have more political say. 

Even though the new system was much more fair and a 
lot more democratic it wasn’t efficient and there were 
lots of problems. There were lots of political parties in 
the Reichstag and even small parties got a say, this 
meant it took a long time to create decisions and pass 
laws. There were too many different points of view. 

The President could also use a law called Article 48 
which meant they could pass laws without the consent 
of the Reichstag. This undermined democracy and 
made people believe that Article 48 essentially al-
lowed the President to dictate his views. The law was 
only supposed to be used in an emergency became a 
quick way of getting around decisions that were tak-
ing too long to make. 

The President 
was elected by 
the German peo-
ple, and so were 
the parties in 
Reichstag.  The 
President had 
the most power 
but the Chancel-
lor ran the 
Reichstag on a 
daily basis. 

Friedrich Ebert 

 

Proportional Representation means a party gets roughly the equivalent number of seats in the Reichstag to the 
amount of votes they received. E.g. if 40% of the country voted for the SPD they would get approximately 40% of 
the seats in the Reichstag building meaning they would have a lot of people to support or decline laws. 



The first four years under the rule of the Weimar Republic (1919-23) was a time of 
political, economic and social unrest. Ebert came under a lot of scrutiny during this 
period of time. By 1919 several thousand Germans were starving due to food short-
ages. There were also outbreaks of influenza killing even more citizens. Germans 
refused to accept that they had lost the war and began to show their anger towards 
the November Criminals for signing the Armistice and the Treaty of Versailles. Ger-
mans scapegoated (blamed) Jews and Communists for losing the war against USA, 
France and UK. To many, the government appeared weak and were a joke. 

ROSA LUXEMBURG DR WOLFGANG KAPP 
FRENCH INVADE THE RUHR 



Hitler was a soldier during WWI; the Austrian held many right wing ideologies and by the time the Wei-
mar Republic had formed he was involved in politics. In 1923 he led a Putsch of his own against the gov-
ernment and this started in Munich – a city with many right wing followers. 

Hitler Emerges as the 
leader of the German 
Worker’s Party 

Anton Drexler was the 
leader of the German 
Workers’ Party. Anton 
Drexler was a nationalist 
(someone who is extreme-
ly proud of their nation), 
his ideas appealed to Hit-
ler. Hitler Joined the Ger-
man Workers’ Party in 
January 1919, when he 
was still a member of the 
German military. He at-
tended events and became 
well known for his passion-
ate, detailed speeches; 
many Germans gathered 
to see him talk. 

In 1920 the German 
Workers’ Party was 
renamed the National-
ist Socialist German 
Workers’ Party (The 
Nazi Party). By 1921 
Hitler had emerged as 
the leader. In 1919 
there were 60 mem-
bers by the end of 
1920 it had around 
2000 members. 

The Nazi Party and 
what it stood for: 

Many people began to 
follow the Nazis; as a 
political party they 
promised to remove 
the Treaty of Ver-
sailles and improve the 
economy. They made 
these promises in Feb-
ruary 1920 when they 
released their Twenty 
Five Point Programme. 
The programme prom-
ised to make Germany 
strong again and was 
filled with themes of 
anti-Semitism 
(prejudice and discrim-
ination against Jews) 

The Nazis promised to 
raise pensions, improve 
healthcare and educa-
tion; they also prom-
ised to restore the 
strength of Germany. 
These promises ap-
pealed to many across 
Germany 

 

In 1921 Hitler protected 
himself with his own ver-
sion of the Freikorps his 
group were called the SA 
(Storm Troopers). They 
were very violent and car-
ried out anti-Semitic at-
tacks as well as attacking 
other German political 
parties. Many Germans 
felt intimidated by them 
but many liked them, in-
cluding German soldiers 
who, through the SA, and 
were given a job. 

The Nazis tried to overthrow the Government by starting in Munich 

In 1923 the Weimar Republic appeared weak; the Ruhr had been invaded 
and hyperinflation was at its worst – it was time for the Nazis to try and 
seize power. They thought they would be supported. Hitler started his 
attempted putsch in a Munich Beer Hall. The Prime Minister of Bavaria 
(where Munich is situated) was holding a meeting with right wing politi-
cians and business men. Hitler burst into the Beer Hall with his SA and 
announced that he was going to overthrow the Weimar Republic. He 
wanted to use the support of the politicians and the business men in the 
Beer Hall to help him.  

Early the next morning he marched in Munich. The authorities were in-
formed of Hitler’s plan and the police were waiting for him. The putsch 
was crushed. Hitler was imprisoned and was put on trial – the 
Nazi Party was banned (until February 1925). The trial gave him 
a lot of attention. 

Whilst in prison, Hitler wrote his book Mein Kampf (My Strug-
gle) the book outlined his plans and ideas. Millions of Germans 
read this book and saw how Hitler believed the Germans were a 
superior race to all others and that the Aryan race was the 
greatest. These ideologies appealed to many Germans. Hitler 
also believed in Lebensraum – more space to live. 

Hitler on trial 1924 



In 1923 Gustav Stresemann became the new Chancellor in Germany he was given the task of 
improving the economy and creating better relations with foreign nations. During his time as 
Chancellor he achieved these aims. 

In 1923 Stresemann became For-
eign Minister (a politician that 
works with leaders from other na-
tions to improve problems). He co-
operated with other nations and 
Germany’s economy improved 
quickly as a result of this.  

Name of plan or policy Facts 

The Dawes Plan – 1924 

The Dawes Plan helped Germany in the short term 
but meant the nation was relying on America 

This was signed in 1924. Stresemann guaranteed the 
French and Belgians would withdraw from the Ruhr. 
The USA lent Germany £40 million to pay off debts 

The Young Plan - 1929 The Allies agreed to reduce the original debts to a 
quarter of the initial amount. Germany were also 
given 59 years to pay the debt back 

The Locarno Pact – October 1925 Germany, Belgium and France agreed to respect 
each other’s borders, even those created by the 
Treaty of Versailles 

The League of Nations - 1926 Allowed Germany to join in 1926. Germany was now 
viewed as an international power once more 

The Kellogg-Briand Pact -1928 Germany and 65 other nations agreed not to use violence 
against one another in times of international tension 



Key Figures:   

Paul von Hindenburg  

Key Terms: 

League of Nations 
1925: THE LOCARNO TREATIES  

Friedrich Ebert died in February 1925 and was succeeded as president by Paul von 
Hindenburg. Hindenburg’s election as President of the Republic marked the beginning 
of a five year period which is frequently referred to as ‘The Golden Age of Weimar’. 
The loans made to Germany by the USA under the Dawes Plan enabled the German 
economy to recover from the crises of the early 1920s and some sectors of German 
society began to enjoy a degree of prosperity.  

Economic recovery was accompanied by the reintegration of Germany into the interna-
tional community, largely as a result of Gustav Stresemann’s work as Foreign Minister. 
Although Stresemann himself was a nationalist, he believed that the best way to im-
prove Germany’s international status was to seek reconciliation with the Allies. The 
Locarno Treaties which Stresemann negotiated with major European nations in Octo-
ber 1925 were a crucial first stage in rebuilding relations between Germany and the 
major European powers.  

1926 - AUGUST 1929: LEAGUE OF NATIONS  

Stresemann’s willingness to sign the Locarno Treaties led to Germany being accepted 
into the League of Nations in September 1926. Germany’s foreign relations were fur-
ther improved in August 1928 when Stresemann agreed to make Germany a signatory 
to the international Kellogg-Briand Pact.  

Germany’s reintegration within the international community led to the Allies making a 
second reassessment of Germany’s reparations obligations and in August 1929, the sum 
of reparations payments imposed on Germany under the Treaty of Versailles was fur-
ther reduced through the implementation of the Young Plan.  

1925 - 1929: WEIMAR CULTURE  

As the Republic stabilised, German art and culture entered into an era of remarkable 
creativity in which new and significant developments were made in painting, cinema, 
architecture and design. At the same time, Berlin became world famous for its excit-
ing nightlife as numerous nightclubs provided venues for daring floor shows in which 
sex was a prominent theme. However, not all Germans were appreciative of Weimar 
culture. Many viewed the nature of Berlin nightlife as scandalous whilst the Nazis 
branded much of the art and culture produced within the Republic as ‘degenerate’.  

See the next page for more details on the Golden Twenties… 

Hindenburg 



Living standards improved during the Weimar Golden Years (a period of time when German had some economic strength 
and prosperity under the Weimar Government.) Things certainly improved for the working classes. 

WHAT IMPROVED HOW IT IMPROVED 

Unemployment If someone was to become unemployed they had more protection. By 1927 the gov-
ernment had introduced unemployment insurance. This allowed workers to pay into a 
policy and they would receive money if they became unemployed. 

Wages For many working classes wages increased and industrial workers gained more money 
in the 1920s 

Housing The government launched mass housing projects. More than 2 million new homes were 
built between 1924 and 1931. New housing meant there were new jobs for builders, 
plumbers, joiners, electricians etc. 

Not everyone benefitted from the new living standard. The middle classes felt ignored (that is why many in 
this social group continued to support the Nazis.) The middle classes resented the Weimar Republic; they 
couldn’t claim unemployment benefits. Also the economy was fragile and there were no guarantees the economy 
would keep up high living standards.  

Women gained more freedoms under the Weimar 
Republic 

Women were allowed to vote and could become in-
volved in politics more easily. Between 1919 and 1932, 
112 women were voted into the Reichstag. 

Like in England, women had proven they were capable 
workers during WWI. More women entered to work-
force. 

New female sports clubs and societies began to 
spring up and women had more social opportunities. 

The Weimar Republic had many cultural achievements 

Under the Weimar Republic there were new art, movie and 
music movements and artists had more freedom which they 
had never had; they could now express themselves. 

At this time dramas by Bertholt Brecht and Bauhaus designs 
became popular. The film Metropolis by Fritz Lang was also 
extremely successful during this period too. Critical Thinking 
courses at Frankfurt University and cabaret also became 
popular. 

But the right wing supporters hated these new ideas and 
cultures because they were the complete opposite to style 
from under the Kaiser. Traditional values appeared to be 
under threat. 



Q1 - Who was the first President of the Weimar Republic? 

a) Egert 

b) Ebert 

c) Eric 

d) Ernie 

Q2 - Who was the first Chancellor of the Weimar 

Republic? 

a) Philip Scheidemann  

b) Philip Schuhmacher 

c) Philip Schnitzel 

d) Philip Schofield 

Q3 - which party was Ebert the leader of? 

a) The SBD 

b) The STP 

c) The SPD 

d) The SDP 

Q4 - In what month were the first elections held for the 

new democratic government? 

a) March 1919 

b) February 1919 

c) January 1919  

d) April 1919 

Q5 - Which group of people could now vote? 

a) men 

b) elderly 

c) prisoners 

d) women  

Q6) - what was the voting age lowered to? 

a) 18 

b) 19 

c) 20 

d) 21 

Q7) - what was a significant problem with the new consti-

tution? 

a) too many soldiers 

b) too much money 

c) too many political parties* 

d) too many people voting 

Q8) - What was the name of the law giving all power 

to the President? 

a) Article 48 

b) Article 49 

c) Article 47 

d) Article 46 

Q9) What does "Proportional Representation" 

mean? 

a) A political party is split into portions 

b) A the Reichstag had lots of political parties 

c) A party gained a percentage of seats based on 

how many votes they received 

d) A party of portions 

Q10) what was the name of the extremist communist 

party that tried to conquer Germany? 

a) The Gladiators 

b) The Sparkacists 

c) The Spartacists 

d) The Pastacists 

Q11) what were the names of the Spartaicsts' lead-

ers? 

a) Rosa Parks and Dr Karl Cunard 

b) Rosa Hindenburg and Karl Luxemburg 

c) Rose Pankhurst and Karl Lintguard 

d) Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht 

Q12) Which social group supported the Sparta-

cists? 

a) workers 

b) the middle classes 

c) the upper classes 

d) the industrialists 

Q13) which paramilitary group were used to attack and 

kill the Spartacists? 

a) The Freedkorps 

b) The Nazis 

C) The Freikorps 

d) The Freedomburgs 

Q14) In what month did Dr Wolfgang Kapp lead an 

uprising against the Weimar Government? 

a) January 1919 

b) March 1919 

c) January 1920 

d) March 1920 

Q15) What did Dr Wolfgang Kapp want to estab-

lish? 

a) A right wing military dictatorship 

b) A communist government 

c) A democratic government 

d) Proportional representation 

Q16) Which man was murdered by the Freikorps? 

a) Ebert 

b) Karl Lutenguard 

c) Walter Rathenau 

d) Dr Wolfgang Kapp 

Q17) What was the original name of the Nazis? 

a) The German Workers' Party 

b) Nationalist Socialist Workers' Party 

c) The Friekorps 

d) The Workers Communist Eliminators 

Q18) How many members made up the Nazi 

Party by 1920? 

a) 2000 

b) 45 

c) 1900 

d) 60 

Q19) what name was given to the Nazis attempted revolu-

tion? 

a) The Hindenburg Putsch 

b) The Bavarian Putsch 

C) The Munich Putsch 

d) The Berlin Putsch 

Q20) who replaced Ebert? 

a) Dr Wolfgang Kapp 

b) Wilhelm Kuno 

c) Stresemann 

d) Paul von Hindenburg 

Q21) Which is the odd one out? 

a) Locarno Treaty 

b) Dawes Plan 

c) Kellogg-Briand Pact 

d) Armistice 

Q22) which social group did not benefit from the Weimar 

Golden Era? 

a) the upper classes 

b) workers 

c) the middle classes 

d) painters 

Q23) which film became very popular during the Wei-

mar Golden Era? 

a) Metropolis 

b) Bauhaus 

c) Brecht 

d) Frankfurt University 

Q24) - How many women were voted into the 

Reichstag by 1932? 

a) 18 

b) 12 

c) 120 

d) 112  



Growth in support for the Nazis and other extremist parties (1928  - 
1932), including the role of the SA; Hitler’s appeal. 



In 1929 the Great Depression 
hit Germany. The desperation 
it caused in the country 
meant many Germans were 
willing to support any political 
party that would offer seri-
ous change. 

    THE DAWES PLAN 

The Wall Street Crash in America crushed the economy and recovery in Germany 

In October 1929, The Wall Street Stock exchange in America crashed. This meant America could no longer 
help Germany and recalled their loans. The Dawes Plan was the agreement between the USA and Germany and 
it this policy gave Germany loans but now America wanted their money back. 

Industries and production collapsed in Germany and factories and businesses closed – this led to mass unem-
ployment in the country. In October 1929 1.6 million people were unemployed. By 1932 the number was over 6 
million people unemployed. The government had to cut unemployment benefits because they could look after 
the unemployed. 

Extremism became more popular 

With the Weimar Government appearing to fail yet again, 
groups like the KDP (The Communist Party) were able to 
appeal to the Germany population. They promised to make 
things for workers much fairer. 

When the Great Depression hit, there became increasing 
numbers in terms of support for the Nazis and the KDP. 
The KDP memberships grew from 130,000 to almost 300, 
000 (1928 – 32). However, Nazi support increased much 
more rapidly. 



The Nazi Party were able to take 
advantage of the fact that the 
German population were angered 
by the Great Depression. 

By 1930 Nazi Membership had grown to over 300, 
000 people. This is because Hitler was promising a 
prosperous and less humiliating future for the German 
citizens. Nazi popularity soared; they promised to 
help the unemployed German citizens and support the 
youth of Germany. The Great Depression encouraged 
more and more people to vote. Participation in elec-
tions increased by approximately 10% between 1928 
and 1932 – this is mainly due to the promises the Na-
zis were making. 

Lots of people also supported the Nazi Party’s anti-
communist and anti-Semitic policies. The communist 
supporters and German Jews were scapegoated for a 
lot of Germany’s problems from 1918 – 1933. Lots of 
middleclass businessmen and capitalists also support-
ed the Nazis because the Nazis opposed communist 
views and promised prosperity. 

  

Hitler’s Nazi Party was also very well organised: 
The Nazi Party had a private army, the SA. This gave 
the Nazi Party a military feel – this made them feel 
that they had a sense of authority. This military feel 
appealed to Germans because in comparison to the 
Weimar Government, the Nazi Party appeared strong. 
Propaganda was also very efficient – it targeted dif-
ferent social groups and made individuals feel valued 
by the Nazi Party and this helped them steal votes 
from the smaller parties. 

  

Hitler’s Personality attracted further support. In-
terviews from the past prove that the rise of the Na-
zi Party was due to Hitler’s personality. Hitler was 
patriotic, a nationalist and energetic. His speeches 
brought hope and optimism for those who listened. In 
1932 election campaigns, Hitler was depicted in prop-
aganda as the saviour of Germany (a person who can 
save a nation). Hitler was willing to stand up to the 
Weimar Government and oppose communism. Hitler 
appeared strong and his authority over the SA plus 
his undisputed role as the Head of the Nazi Party at-
tracted more support for Hitler. Germans began to 
lose faith in democracy. 

Interpretation 1: After the onset of the Great Depression, Germans 
were willing to support any strong extremist party as an alternative to 
the democratic Weimar Government. 

Interpretation 2: There was only one credible party to turn to after 
the Great Depression hit – the Nazi Party. It was the only party with a 
charismatic leader who had mass appeal. 

After the Great Depression, both 

the Nazi Party became more pop-

ular and less people supported 

the Social Democrats. 

The Nazi Party grew more rapidly 

than any other party after 1928. 

Hitler’s passion made the Nazis 

stand out. The KDP could not 

compete. 

Here are two different interpretations of Hitler’s rise to power. 
There’s a lot of evidence to support both interpretations. 



Q1) What year did the Great Depression hit Germa-

ny? 

a) 1927 

b) 1928 

c) 1929 

d) 1930 

Q2) which economic plans (that once helped Germa-

ny) now made Germany suffer? 

a) The Locarno Treaty 

b) The Young Plan 

C) The Dawes Plan 

d) The Rentenmark 

Q3) Which country recalled their loans? 

a) Japan 

b) Russia 

c) USA 

d) China 

Q4) What had crashed in America? 

a) The League of Nations 

b) The Locarno Treaty 

c) The Dawes Plan 

d) The Wall Street Stock Exchange 

Q5) name one social impact the of the Great Depres-

sion on Germany 

a) high employment 

b) low unemployment 

c) marginal employment 

d) mass unemployment 

Q6) How many people were unemployed in 1929? 

a) One hundred thousand 

b) One hundred 

c) One point six million 

d) One point six billion? 

Q7) How many people were unemployed by 1932? 

a) 1 million 

b) 5 million 

c) 3 million  

d) 6 million 

Q8) What did the Weimar Government have to cut 

during the Great Depression? 

a) The Rentenmark 

b) National Insurance 

c) Unemployment benefits 

d) The Treaty of Versailles 

Q9) Which political group appealed mostly to the 

workers during the Great Depression? 

a) The NSDP 

b) The KDP 

c) The SPD 

d) The TCP 

Q10) Which other political group also gained support 

due to the Great Depression? 

a) The Nazis 

b) The KDP 

c) The SPD 

d) The TLC 

Q11) Where would you place communism on the 

political spectrum? 

a) Left Wing 

b) Right Wing 

c) Centre 

d) Centre Right 

Q12) where would you place Nazi ideologies on the 

political spectrum? 

a) Left wing 

b) Right Wing 

c) Centre 

d) Centre Right 

Q13) How many members did the KDP have by 

1932? 

a) 130, 000 

b) 200, 000 

c) 250, 000 

d) 300, 000 

Q14) How many members did the Nazis have by 

1930? 

q) 130, 000 

b) 200, 000 

c) 250, 000 

d) 300, 000 

Q15) There was an increase in voters between 1928 

and 1932 - what percentage of an increase was this? 

a) 5% 

b) 15% 

c) 20% 

d) 10% 

Q16) Which two elements of the Nazi Party appealed 

to many voters? 

a) Anti-Semitic Policies 

b) The destruction of communism 

c) Pro Communism 

d) Pro Liberalism 

Q17) Which 2 social groups supported the Nazi Party 

a lot? 

a) Workers 

b) Upper Classes 

c) Middle Classes 

d) Vagrants 

Q18) What was the name of the Nazis' private army? 

a) The AA 

b) The BA 

c) The TA 

d) The SA 

Q19) Which word best describes Hitler? 

a) Patriotic 

b) Communist 

c) Liberal 

d) Democratic 

Q20) How did Hitler appear in Nazi propaganda? 

a) weak 

b) gentle 

c) The saviour of Germany 

d) a diplomatic politician 

Q21) By 1932 what had Germans begin to lose faith 

in? 

a) Socialism 

b) Communism 

c) Democracy 

d) Dictatorship 

Q22) What was the name given to the symbol on the 

Nazis' flags? 

a) Sickle and Sythe 

b) Sickle and Smythe 

c) Swishstika 

d) Swastika 

Q23) How did the Nazi steal voters from smaller 

parties? 

a) The Nazis beat up the smaller parties 

b) The Nazis offered free cake 

c) The Nazis made the voters feel special 

d) The Nazis made the smaller parties join the Nazis 

Q24) which group would have also liked the Nazis? 

a) The unemployed 

b) Left wing supporters 

c) Supporters of democracy 

d) Supporters of a liberal government 



Election results; the role of Papen 
and Hindenburg and  Hitler’s appoint-
ment as Chancellor. 

The Reichstag Fire; the Enabling Act; elimina-
tion of political opposition; trade unions; Rohm 
and the Night of the Long Knives; Hitler be-
comes Führer.  



As the Great Depression got worse lots of political parties started trying to compete for power. The Nazis and Hit-

Hitler Gained Power in Elections… 

1. By April 1932 conditions had worsened in Germany the government were desperate for a new strong 
government. 

2. President Hindenburg had to stand for re-election because his time in power had run out (his term in 
office).  Hindenburg was a national hero but Hitler decided to run against him. Despite Hindenburg say-
ing he’d win easily against Hitler in the first election he didn’t win by a majority. In the second election 
for the position of President, Hindenburg won the ballot by 53% and Hitler received 36.8% of the vote. 

3. In July 1932 Hitler’s Nazi Party won 230 seats in the Reichstag – this was more than any other party. 
Hitler demanded to be made Chancellor based on how many seats the Nazis had received. Hindenburg 
refused to allow this to go ahead because he didn’t trust Hitler. 

4. In November 1932, The Nazi Party seemed to be losing popularity because they lost 34 seats in the 
Reichstag. But Hitler struck a deal with another politician, Franz Von Papen. If Franz Von Papen was able 
to persuade Hindenburg to let Hitler become chancellor then Hitler would appoint Papen as Vice Chan-
cellor. 

5. Hindenburg agreed to Papen’s suggestion, thinking he could control Hitler. But Hitler used his powers as chancellor 
to call another election in March 1933 hoping to make the Nazis even stronger. Hindenburg hoped Hitler would be 
less extreme once he was in power. He also hoped that Hitler wouldn’t be able to fix the economy and that would 
damage his image and help Hindenburg look more powerful. 

Hitler is  offered  the Chancel-

lorship at last (January 1933) 

The Nazis lose seats in Novem-

ber 1932 but are still the larg-

est party 

July 1932—The Nazis are the 

largest part in the Reichstag 

with 230 seats 

Hitler stands against Hinden-

burg in 1932 and loses 

Hitler uses the Depression to 

promise better things 

There are 6 million unem-

ployed 

January 1933 

July 1932 

January 1932 

The Nazis used dirty tactics to win in 1933 

In the elections in 1933 the Nazis applied the pressure. 

They controlled the media and opposition meetings were banned 

They sent the SA to terrorise people and political parties 

When a fire broke out in the Reichstag building, Hitler blamed the 
communists. He used the fire to claim that the communists were a 
serious threat to the country. Hitler was given emergency powers to 
deal with the communist threat – he also used these powers to intimi-
date the communist voters. 

Hitler used the emergency powers to say he was protecting Germans 
from threats – this meant they faced little opposition from the Ger-
man people. 

The Nazis won 288 seats but still didn’t have a majority. So Hitler 
simply banned the communist party (who had 81 seats and simply 
made them illegal). 

This gave him enough support in parliament to bring in the Enabling 
Act, passed with threats and bargaining in March 1933. This let him 
govern for four years without parliament. 

Worker’s unions were banned in May 1933. Then in July of the same 
year all parties apart from the Nazis were banned. Germany had be-
come a one party state,  

 



 

MARCH 1933: THE ENABLING ACT  
Despite a campaign of intense intimidation directed at their opponents, the Nazi Party 
failed to win a majority in the March national elections. Without legitimate control of the 
Reichstag, Hitler attempted to pass an Enabling Act which would transfer all power into 
his hands and allow him to permanently bypass the Constitution. The non-Nazi members of 
the Reichstag realised that Hitler would turn the powers granted to him by the Reichstag 
Fire Decree against them if they opposed the legislation and, on 23rd March 1933; the En-
abling Act was passed into law. The Enabling Act effectively established Hitler as a dicta-
tor and marked the end of the Weimar Republic. 

THE SA WAS A THREAT TO HITLER 

The SA had helped Hitler come to power, but Hitler now saw his private army as a threat. The SA was very 
loyal to their leader Ernst Rohm. Hitler was worried that Rohm was becoming far too influential and also very 
powerful – by 1934 the SA had more members than the German army. The SA was also unpopular with the 
leaders of the official German army and also some German citizens were becoming concerned about the 
might of Hitler’s private army. 

JUNE - AUGUST 1934: PURGE (Purge = to get rid of someone or some-
thing) THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 
 
Although the Enabling Act gave Hitler almost complete power over German society, he still lacked the backing of the 
German High Command which he needed in order to embark on his planned wars against European nations. The tradi-
tionalist High Command were suspicious of Hitler and relations between the military and the Nazis were made worse 
by the fact that Ernst Röhm, the leader of the SA, was demanding that the German army be placed under his overall 
command. After Röhm had alienated Hitler through public criticism of Hitler’s leadership, Hitler decided that Röhm 
and his fellow SA leaders should be eliminated. On 30th June 1934, the senior leaders of the SA were assassinated by 
Heinrich Himmler’s SS in what would become known as The ‘Night of the Long Knives’. With Röhm dead, the High Com-
mand gave Hitler their allegiance.  

A Night of the Long Knives Cartoon Ernst Rohm Heinrich Himmler 



HITLER TOOK FULL CONTROL OF NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

1. In August 1934, President Hindenburg died. Hitler combined the positions of Chancellor and President and pro-
claimed himself Führer of Germany. The Nazi dictatorship was complete. Hitler also made himself Commander-in
-Chief of the army. 

2. At this point, Germany was reorganised into a number of provinces (large counties). Each province was called a 
Gau (plural: Gaue), with a Gauleiter (a loyal Nazi) in charge of each. 

3. Above them were the Reichsleiters, who advised Hitler, e.g. Goebbels who was in charge of propaganda, and 
Himmler who was chief of the German police. 

4. At the top and in absolute control was the Führer—Hitler.  

5. Every aspect of life was carefully controlled, and only loyal Nazis could be successful.  

When the Nazis took over, some  Germans were glad that 
someone was at last taking control after the chaos and 
political weakness of the Weimar years. 

 

The Führer 

 

Reichsleiters 

 

Gauleiters 

 

Other Officials 

 

Gauleiters were chosen by Hitler, 
which ensured he had control over the 
lower levels of the party. 

These included local and district party 
leaders 

The army had to swear an oath of allegiance to 
Hitler, instead of pledging to protect Germany. 
Some German workers were also forced to take 
oath of obedience, promising loyalty to Hitler. 
Those who refused lost their jobs. 

 

You need to know how Hitler 
secured his power to become 
Führer. Write a summary of 
the steps he took to achieve 
his position between January 
1933 and August 1934 

SUMMARY STEP 1:  

THE REICHSTAG FIRE DECREE  

The Reichstag Fire provided Hitler with the oppor-
tunity to obtain extra-constitutional powers form 
President Hindenburg via the use of Article 48. Hav-
ing secured emergency powers in the Reichstag Fire 
Decree, Hitler abused these powers to create a po-
lice state in which his paramilitaries and security 
forces eliminated or intimidated the Nazi’s political 
opposition. 

SUMMARY STEP 2:  

THE ENABLING ACT 

The Enabling Act allowed Hitler to establish a dictator-
ship without first gaining majority control of the 
Reichstag. The Enabling Act was the foundation of Hit-
ler¡¦s dictatorship as it provided Hitler with almost lim-
itless power and allowed him to dismantle democracy in 
Germany. 

SUMMARY STEP 3: 

NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 

The assassination of the leadership of the SA 
brought Hitler the loyalty of the German military. 
A spate of killings carried out by the SS in the 
weeks following the Night of the Long Knives elimi-
nated the most outspoken and prominent critics of 
the Nazi regime. 

 



Q1 - At the beginning of 1932 who was the President 

of Germany? 

a) Ebert 

b) Stresemann  

c) Wilhelm 

d) Hindenburg 

Q2 - Who decided to run against Hindenburg for the 

position of President? 

a) Hitler 

b) Stresemann 

c) Cuno 

d) Ebert 

Q3 - Hindenburg won the ballot in the second elec-

tion, by what percentage? 

a) 36.8% 

b) 60% 

c) 53% 

d) 40% 

Q4 - How many seats did the Nazi Party win in the 

Reichstag during the 1932 election? 

a) 200 

b) 320 

c) 300 

d) 230 

Q5 - What position did Hitler "demand" to be given 

due to the increase in seats? 

a) Foreign affairs minister 

b) Chancellor 

c) Chief Whip 

d) President 

Q6 - why did Hindenburg not initially give Hitler the 

position of Chancellor? 

a) Hitler was poor with money 

b) Hindenburg thought Hitler was politically weak 

c) Hindenburg did not trust Hitler 

d) Hindenburg hated Hitler's tash 

Q7 - How many seats did the Nazis lose in the 

Reichstag by November 1932? 

a) 30 

b) 37 

c) 34 

d) 36 

Q8 - Who did Hitler strike a deal with in 1932? 

a) Stresemann 

b) Hindenburg 

c) Rosa Luxemburg 

d) Von Papen 

Q9 - What was the deal Hitler struck with Von Pa-

pen? 

a) Papen to convince Hindenburg that Hitler should 

be chancellor 

b) Papen to convince Hindenburg Hitler should be 

President 

c) Papen to convince Hindenburg Hitler should be 

Prime Minister 

d) Papen to convince Hindenburg Hitler was a great 

Q10 - In what month in 1933 was Hitler offered 

chancellorship? 

a) April 

b) March 

c) February 

d) January 

Q11 - Which is the odd one out with regards to how 

the Nazis gained power? 

a) They controlled the media  

b) They used the Reichstag fire to grant Hitler emer-

gency powers 

c) They banned the communist party 

Q12 - What law passed all power to Hitler? 

a) The Dawes Plan 

b) The Armistice 

c) the Enabling Act 

d) The Young Plan 

Q13 - Who was the leader of the SA? 

a) Ernst Rohm 

b) Hitler 

c) Hindenburg 

d) Kahr 

Q14 - By 1934 what did the SA have more than? 

a) More Brown suits 

b) More guns 

c) More cadets 

d) More men compared to the German army 

Q15 - Who did Hitler need to backing of if he was 

going to attack Europe? 

a) The Weimar Republic 

b) The German public 

c) The SA 

Q16 - why did the German High Command not trust 

Hitler? 

a) They did not trust Hitler's ideas 

b) They thought Hitler was a bad economist 

c) They thought Rohm, Hitler's SA leader was too 

powerful 

Q17 - what is the name given to the night when 

leaders of the SA were killed? 

a) Night of the Long Knives 

b) Night of the Nazis 

c) Night of the Forks 

d) Night of the Power 

Q18 - who died in August 1934? 

a) Himmler 

b) Hitler 

c) Hindenburg 

d) Heinrich 

Q19 - what did Hitler call himself after combining the 

position of chancellor and President? 

a) Fuhrer 

b) Father 

c) Farter 

Q20 - What did Hitler do to the structure of Germa-

ny? a) Organised large areas into states 

b) Organised large areas into counties 

c) Organised large areas into provinces 

d) Organised large areas into principalities 

Q21 - who was put in charge of propaganda? 

a) Rohm 

b) Himmler 

c) Hitler 

d) Goebbels 



• benefits and drawbacks; employment; public works programmes; rearmament; self-
sufficiency; the impact of war on the economy and the German people, including 
bombing, rationing, labour shortages, refugees 



HITLER’S ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES  

When Hitler came to power in 1933, he had specific objectives for the German 
economy. During the election campaigns of 1930 and 1932, the Nazis had prom-
ised that they would provide the German people with ‘work and bread’. In order to 
fulfil that promise, Hitler needed to bring about a rapid reduction in the unem-
ployment rate. In addition to concerns over unemployment, Hitler knew that if he 
was to fulfil his plans to embark on wars against European nations, he first need-
ed to fund a massive rearmament programme and also to bring about autarky so 
that Germany could not be defeated by blockade once war began.  

Autarky = Self Sufficient/
not relying on other coun-
tries 

Herman Göring  

Hjalmar Schacht  

 

SCHACHT’S NEW PLAN: Hitler initially entrusted the German economy to 
Hjalmar Schacht who was made President of the Reichsbank in 1933 and Minister 
of the Economy in 1934. Schacht devised what he called the ‘New Plan’, a series 
of measures intended to bring about the realisation of Hitler’s economic objec-
tives. The New Plan supported public works programmes as a means of reducing 
unemployment, channelled government spending into the armaments industry and 
limited imports from foreign nations in the interests of autarky. Although the 
New Plan was reasonably successful, in 1935 Hitler decided that he wanted to 
bring about rearmament at a faster rate than was possible through the New Plan. 
Hitler and Schacht quarrelled when Schacht insisted that Germany could not 

afford to rearm as rapidly as Hitler 
wished and in 1936, Hitler turned 
economic planning over to Herman 
Göring.  

GORING’S FOUR YEAR PLAN  

Hitler informed Göring that Germany had to be ready for war within a four 
year period. Göring’s response was the Four Year Plan, an economic strategy 

which retained several of Schacht’s initiatives but which also included measures intended to accelerate preparations for 
war. Göring ordered an increase in the production of raw materials such as coal, iron ore and oil. He persuaded German 
industry to focus on the production of key synthetic raw materials such as rubber, fuel and textiles and commissioned 
the building of huge state owned industrial plants dedicated to mining and metal works. The Four Year Plan was success-
ful in bringing about the rapid rearmament of Germany, but its success was bought at the price of the development of 
German agriculture and public services.  

Successes of Nazi Economic Policies Failures of Nazi Economic Policies 

REARMAMENT OF GERMANY: Between 1933 and 1939, Ger-
man military expenditure increased from 2 billion to 17 billion 
Reichmarks. By 1939, the German economy had financed the 
development of one of the most formidable and technologically 
advanced war machines in the world.  

REDUCTION IN UNEMPLOYMENT: Between 1933 and 1939, 
unemployment in Germany fell from 6.1 million to 0.4 million. 
Although the reduction in unemployment was assisted by a 
worldwide economic recovery, the introduction of conscription 
and discriminatory employment laws passed against Jews and 
women, much of the reduction was attributable to the initia-
tives of Nazi economic policy.  

NO AUTARKY In 1939, Germany was still importing one third of its 
raw materials from foreign nations despite the fact that Nazi eco-
nomic policy contained rigorous measures intended to bring about 
autarky. The only way that the Nazis could achieve self-sufficiency 
for Germany was to invade a conquer countries which could provide 
the raw materials and food Germany needed.  

UNSUSTAINABLE EXPENDITURE From 1933 to 1939, the ex-
penditure of the Nazi government was significantly more than its 
income; this resulted in the Nazis building a national debt of 40 
billion Reichmarks. While Nazi economic policy had short-term suc-
cess, this success was built on unsustainable expenditure which 
would have been ruinous for the German economy had Germany not 
gone to war in 1939.  



 

KEY PEOPLE: 

Robert Ley  

KEY TERMS: 

German Labour Front (DAF)  

National Labour Service (RAD)  

Strength Through Joy (KdF)   

THE NAZIS AND THE WORKING 
CLASS Throughout the Weimar era, the 
Nazis had lacked the mass support of 
the German working-class. At its for-
mation, the SPD had provided political 
representation for German trade unions 
and much of the working-class vote re-
mained with the SPD until the effects 
of the Great Depression caused a surge 
in working-class support for the KPD. 
Both the SPD and the KPD were the long
-term enemies of the Nazi Party and the 
Nazis understood that this made the 
working-class a source of potential re-
sistance to their dictatorship. When 
Hitler came to power in 1933, one of his 
priorities was to find methods by which 
he could control the German working -
class.  

THE DAF In May 1933, the SA carried out a violent 
raid on headquarters of the German trade union move-
ment. In the aftermath of the raid, trade union lead-
ers were arrested and imprisoned and the trade un-
ions themselves were banned by law. Shortly after 
the suppression of the trade unions, the Nazis formed 
the DAF headed by Robert Ley. The mission of the 
DAF was supposedly to take over the role of the 
trade unions. Whilst the organisation did bring about 
a general improvement in working conditions, it also 
monitored the activities of the German work force 
and spread Nazi propaganda in the industrial work-
place. In November 1933, Ley created a new organisa-
tion within the DAF: Strength Through Joy (KDF). 
This organisation was intended to encourage the 
workforce to spend their leisure time engaged in ac-
tivities which the Nazis considered properly Germanic 
and to provide reward schemes to encourage hard 
work.  

THE RAD The Nazis wanted 
to create a ‘People’s Commu-
nity’ in which the various 
elements of German society 
became united in service to 
the Nazi state. The Nazis 
understood that in order to 
achieve this goal, they would 
have to break down the divi-
sions between social classes. 
In 1935, the Nazis created 
the RAD and made it compul-
sory for all men aged be-
tween 18 and 25 to complete 
six months within the ser-
vice. Whilst in the RAD, men 
were employed in projects 
such as the construction of 
motorways and land reclama-
tion. The Nazis hoped that 
service within the RAD would 
help men of different social 
background to integrate and 
to accept Nazi ideology.  

Yes No 

BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS: Despite being 
primarily an instrument of social control, the DAF 
did protect the interests of industrial workers 
against factory owners. The DAF made factory 
owners introduce measures to protect the health 
and safety of workers in factories and also ensured 
that factory owners provided their workers with 
hot meals during the daytime  

HIGH LEVEL OF EMPLOYMENT: It was the Ger-
man working-class which benefitted most from the 
reduction in unemployment brought about by the 
Nazis between 1933 and 1939. The implementation 
of the New Plan and the Four Year Plan meant that 
jobs for industrial workers became so plentiful that 
Germany experienced a labour shortage from 1936.  

LONG HOURS, LOW WAGES Between 1933 and 
1939, the average working week for industrial 
workers increased from 43 hours to 47 hours. 
Between 1933 and 1938, increases in income for 
industrial workers were far lower than those ob-
tained by farmers, white-collar workers (the middle
-class) and business owners.  

 

STATE CONTROL Many workers resented the 
high level of control which the Nazis exercised 
over their working lives and leisure time. A high 
number of workers viewed the activities of the KdF 
as intrusive and scepticism toward the organisation 
increased when the KdF failed to deliver many of 
the rewards promised to workers.  

DID THE NAZI REGIME IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THE GERMAN WORKING CLASS?  



The initial effect—This was the successful period of the war for 
Germany: Military success – the Blitzkrieg tactics pushed the 
army forward to Poland in 1939, and Holland, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, Denmark, Norway and France in 1940 

The initial effect The change in the role of women The use of propaganda on the home 

• Germany takes resources from the 
lands of the countries that they occupied. 

• Foreign workers in their factories. 

But remember, not everyone supported 
the war, as they remembered the atroci-
ties of the First World War. 

Rationing 

• Food rationing – ensuring that every-
one ate a balanced diet. Many ate even 
better during the war. Artificial goods 
were used, eg ersatzkaffee - a coffee 
made from acorn and barley seeds. 

• November 1939 - started to ration 
clothes. 

• People were only allowed to use warm 
water twice a week – as a way of saving 
fuel. 

• Soap rationing 

• No toilet paper 

 

The result of rationing was that a flour-
ishing black market developed, to ex-
change goods. 

In September 1940, arrangements were 
made to move children from Berlin be-
cause of air raids by the Allies. This was-
n't very successful, as many stayed in 
Berlin. 

The Nazis tried to: 

• Increase the birth rate, but with-
out much success 

• Encourage women to go out to 
work, but without much success 

The propaganda of the 1930s had been 
a success. Women wanted to stay at 
home. Therefore, a new propaganda 
campaign had to be organised. 

Women’s health suffered during the 
war 

• Food shortage 

• Bombings 

• They were worried about their 
children and their husbands who were 
in battle 

 

1943 – The Nazis tried to force 3 mil-
lion women aged 17–45 to work. Only 1 
million went in to work. This was one of 
the reasons why they lost the war. For-
eign workers represented 21 per cent 
of Germany's workforce. 

The purpose of propaganda was to keep 
people's spirits up and maintain their 
support for the war. It was announced 
that Germans had contributed 1.5 mil-
lion items of fur and 67 million items of 
wool to ensure a sufficient supply of 
warm clothes for the soldiers on the 
Eastern front. The propaganda played 
on the Germans' fear of Communism. 

The propaganda also persuaded the peo-
ple to: 

• to save fuel 

• to work harder 

A German term for “lightning war,” blitzkrieg is a 
military tactic designed to create disorganization 
among enemy forces through the use of mobile 
forces and locally concentrated firepower. Its 
successful execution results in short military cam-
paigns, which preserves human lives and limits the 
expenditure of artillery.  



Life during the final years, 1942–1945 

June 1941: the start of the Barbarossa campaign - the attack on Russia. The turning 
point came in 1942 with Germany’s defeat in Stalingrad. This was a shock for the peo-
ple of Germany, as the war propaganda had said that they were winning. 

Preparing for Total War 
It was therefore clear that the war wasn't going in Germany’s fa-
vour. Every aspect of Germany's economy and society was contrib-
uting to the war campaign. As a result, there were no: 

• professional sports 

• magazines 

• sweet shops. 

There was no shop opened that didn’t help with the war effort. Ex-
change centres were opened and more women were working in the 
factories. Working hours increased. 

The Hitler Youth Movement arranged for children to be moved 
to Austria and Bavaria. 

Shortages and the black market 

• 1939: 700 grams of meat for each person 
per week. 

• 1945: only 250 grams of meat for each 
person per week. 

The effects of Allied bombings The aim of the Allies' intensive 
bombing programme in May 1943 was to kill people's spirits and force 
the war to end. Germany's large cities were bombed: 

Berlin 

Köln 

Hamburg (its ports and industries; on 27 July 1943 45,000 were killed 
including women, elderly people and children) 

 

Dresden (February 1943, 70 per cent of the city's buildings were de-
stroyed, over 150,000 civilians were killed in two nights) 

 

Hamburg again (August 1943, 60 per cent of Hamburg’s buildings were 
destroyed; 60,000 – 100,000 people were killed). 

 

Around 800,000 civilians were killed by Allied bombing raids, despite 
the fact that they were not very accurate. Around 50 per cent of the 
bombs fell on residential areas, and 12 per cent on factories and war 
industries. 

The effect of the bombing: 

• Many fled to the safety of the countryside 

• The population of the villages increased quickly 

• People had to share their homes 

• Germans saw that they were losing the war. Therefore, support 

The People's Home Guard (Volksstrum) 
1944 – the Volksstrum was just propaganda, and its aim 
was to raise the Germans’ spirits. The members were 
inexperienced, untrained and were either too old or too 
ill to join the Wehrmains (the military). 

 

The members' duties: 

Boys - working with the fire service, postmen, distrib-
uting ration cards, guides during blackouts, collecting 
metals, bones, kitchen waste, clothes. 

 

Girls - helping out in kindergartens and elderly people's 
homes, distributing coal and food for homeless people, 
widows and refugees, singing in choirs to provide enter-
tainment to ill and injured people. 



Q1 - In what year did Hitler come to power? 

a) 1931 

b) 1932 

c) 1933 

d) 1934 

Q2 - What two things did Hitler and the Nazis prom-

ise the German people? 

a) bread and land 

b) peace and work 

c) work and land 

Q3 - what does the work autarky mean? 

a) automatic automobiles 

b) self sufficient and not relying on other nations 

c) relying on the help of other nations 

d) investing in your automobile services 

Q4 - what two roles did Hitler trust Schacht with? 

a) organising the army and increasing food production 

b) in charge of the Reichsbank and the Minister of 

Economy 

c) Minister of Education and fighting 

d) Minister of War 

Q5 - what was the name of Schacht's plan 

a) New Plan 

b) Old Plan 

c) Vital Plan 

d) Super Plan 

Q6 - which is the odd one out with regards to 

Schacht's plan? 

a) Build the army 

b) public works programmes 

c) invest in foreign nations 

d) reduce unemployment 

Q7 - In what year did Hitler want to bring about 

rearmament at a faster rate? 

a) 1933 

b) 1934 

c) 1935 

d) 1936 

Q8 - What caused an argument between Hitler and 

Schact? 

a) Schacht stated that Germany was too poor to re-

build 

b) Hitler found out Schact had invested in Russia 

c) Schacht hated the new German uniforms 

Q9 - Who replaced Schacht? 

a) Himmler 

b) Ebert 

c) Dr Carl Cunnard 

d) Goring 

Q10 - How long did Hitler give Goring to prepare for 

war? 

a) 5 years 

b) 4 years 

c) 3 years 

d) 2 years 

Q11 - What did Goring order an increase of? 

a) bread 

b) cars 

c) raw materials coal, iron etc. 

d) schools 

Q12 - which of the following was NOT a success of 

Goring's 4 Year Pan? 

a) a reduction in unemployment 

b) advanced technology 

c) Germany still imported products - no autarky 

d) Unemployment fell from 6.1 million to 0.4 million 

Q13 - which social group did the Nazis need to gain 

the support of? 

a) working class 

b) middle class 

c) upper class 

Q14 - what did the DAF replace? 

a) The SPD 

b) KPD 

c) Trade Unions 

d) working classes 

Q15 - who was the leader of the DAF? 

a) Schacht 

b) Goring 

c) Robert Lay 

d) Himmler 

Q16 - What did the KDF do? 

a) Provide food for workers 

b) encouraged leisure time and promoted hard work 

c) Made men aged 18-25 complete military service 

d) Built motorways 

Q17 - what was the creation of the RAD supposed to 

do? 

a) Provide food for workers 

b) Encourage Leisure time 

c) Made men aged between 18-25 do military service 

Q18 - what does Blitzkrieg mean? 

a) Lightning War 

b) Blissful Craig 

c) Self sufficiency 

d) propaganda 

Q19 - what year did the Nazis introduce rationing? 

a) 1935 

b) 1939 

c) 1937 

d) 1932 

Q20 - In 1943 how many women did the Nazis try to 

force into work 

a) 1 million 

b) 4 million  

c) 3 million 

Q21 - What was the name given to the attack on 

Russia? 

a) Basingstoke Campaign 

b) Barbossa Campaign 

c) Barbarossa Campaign 

Q22 - What year did the German Army get defeated 

in Stalingrad? 

a) 1942 

b) 1941 

c) 1945 

d) 1946 

Q23 - Which out of the four following cities was 

bombed the worst in Germany? 

a) Berlin 

b) Koln 

c) Dresden 

d) Hamburg 

Q24 - what was the name given to the People's 

Home Guard? 

a) Dad's Army 

b) Volkswagen 

c) Volksstrum 

d) Volkadance 



 

Reasons for policies, practices and their impact on women, young people and youth groups; 
education; control of churches and religion; Aryan ideas, racial policy and persecution; the 
Final Solution. 



The Supreme Race 
and ideas about the 
Aryan superiority 
Hitler’s argument was 
that the race needed 
to be purified, there-
fore some people had 
to be prevented from 
having children, for 
example, gay people, 
black people, gypsies, 
people with a mental 
illness and people with 
a physical disability. 

1936 - Lebensborn established 

Lebensborn was a maternity home for 
unmarried mothers. Aryan women would 
meet SS officers here, in the hope of 
having pure children, ie pure Aryans. 

Jews 
Jews have been subject to persecution (anti-
Semitism) in Europe for hundreds of years, 
especially in Russia. The Nazis exploited this 
hatred in election campaigns. 

1933 – 550,000 Jews lived in Germany. 

1939 – 280,000 had left Germany, eg Einstein 
went to the USA in 1933. 



Key Person: Gertrud Scholtz-Klink  

Key Organisation: Fount of Life,  

National Socialist Women’s League (NS-F)  

NAZI ATTITUDES TO WOMEN  

The Weimar Republic had encouraged German society to develop a 
progressive ( accepting) attitude to the role of women in German 
society. Within the Republic, women had been given the right to 
vote, had been encouraged to attend university and were accepted 
into professions which had traditionally been considered jobs for 
men such as law, medicine and engineering. The Nazis, however, 
had very traditionalist views on the role of women and as soon as 
Hitler came to power in 1933, the Nazi regime began to curtail 
(remove) many of the opportunities which the Republic had pre-
sented to females.  

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN NAZI GERMANY  

The Nazis believed that men and women had different 
roles within society. A man’s role was that of worker and 
soldier whilst a woman’s place was in the home caring for 
her children and husband. The Nazis took various 
measures to ensure that women conformed to this role. In 
June 1933, the Nazis offered marriage loans of 1000 
Reichmarks to couples in full employment on the condition 
that the woman gave up her job and made it available for a 
man. Over the following months, the Nazis ensured that 
women were pressurised out of employment in the profes-
sions and passed a law which limited the number of fe-
males at German universities to 10% of all students.  

Women were also pressurised into ensuring that their 
appearance and behaviour complied with Nazi ideals. 
Women were encouraged to wear only plain and modest 
clothes and were discouraged from wearing cosmetics and 
from drinking and smoking. The Nazis presented Gertrud 
Scholtz-Klink, the head of the NS-F, as a role model for 
German women. Scholtz-Klink was married to an SS of-
ficer, had eight children and regularly made speeches to 
German women urging them to be obedient to their hus-
bands.  

THE IMPORTANCE OF MOTHERHOOD  

For the Nazis, it was the duty of every German wom-
an to produce children and the Nazi regime took ex-
tensive measures to encourage an increase in the 
birth rate. A massive propaganda campaign was 
launched to promote motherhood and the merits of 
large families. Substantial financial rewards as well 
as national awards were offered to couples who pro-
duced four or more children. The Nazis passed anti-
abortion laws which imposed severe penalties on 
those carrying out abortion on women who were 
healthy ‘pure blood’ Germans. The Nazis also re-
stricted the availability of contraception whilst the 
SS patronised the Fount of Life organisation which 
provided free financial and medical assistance to 
unmarried German mothers.  

FALLING BIRTHRATE  

Between 1900 and 1933, the annual birth rate in Ger-
many dropped from two million to less than one mil-
lion as increasing numbers of women chose to  

The Nazis realised that if the population of Germany 
continued to decline, they would face long-term dif-
ficulties in maintaining a workforce and increasing 
the size of the German military.  

 

INCREASE OF THE GERMANIC RACE  

The Nazis planned to extend the boundaries of ‘Greater Germany’ 
as far east as Siberia and to force Jews, Slavs and Romany gyp-
sies, all of whom the Nazis considered ‘subhuman’, to evacuate 
Eastern Europe.  

The Nazis wanted to increase the population of Germany so that 
they could repopulate the eastern sector of ‘Greater Germany’ 
with ‘pure blood’ Germans.  

 

TRADITIONALIST ATTITUDES  

Although many of the plans the Nazis had for Ger-
man society were revolutionary, the Nazis also 
placed great value on restoring the traditional social 
structure of Germany.  

Within Imperial Germany, the role of women had 
been that of Kinder, Küche, Kirche (‘Children, Kitch-
en, Church’); the Nazis viewed this as a properly 
Germanic role for women and wanted to defend it 
against feminism which they viewed as a product of 
communism.  

 

WHY DID THE NAZIS PROMOTE MOTHERHOOD TO GERMAN WOMEN?  



KEY ORGANIZATIONS  

Hitler Youth (HJ)  

League of German Maidens 
(BDM)  

KEY FIGURES:  

Bernhard Rust  

KEY TERMS  

Indoctrination = 
Brain Washing 

THE NAZIS AND GERMAN YOUTH The control of German youth, especially 
the male youth, was important to the Nazis for a combination of reasons. The 
Nazis understood that the German youth was the key to the continuation of 
the Nazi state and believed that if they could indoctrinate the German youth 
with their ideology, they would be able to create a ‘Nazi generation’ which ac-
cepted Nazi ideals and values without question. At the same time, Hitler antici-
pated that Germany would be involved in wars of conquest for several years and 
he wanted German boys to grow up in a militaristic environment so as to ensure 
that the German military had a constant supply of trained and disciplined per-
sonnel.  

NAZI YOUTH MOVEMENTS The HJ was formally established by the Nazi Party in 
1926 but it remained a relatively small organisation until 1933 when its membership rap-
idly expanded to 2.3 million in the wake of Hitler’s rise to power. In 1936, the Nazis 
made membership of the HJ compulsory for all males aged between 10 and 18. The HJ 
was a paramilitary organisation and emphasis at meetings and in weekend camps was on 
fitness and the development of martial skills. Members were made to hike, participate in 
military style manoeuvres and were taught how to shoot. The BDM was formed in 1930 
as a female subdivision of the HJ. The BDM was intended to prepare young German fe-
males for the role which the Nazis wished women to occupy within the Nazi state and 
provided training in domestic skills and readiness for motherhood. In 1939, membership 
of the BDM became compulsory for all females aged between 14 and 18.  

EDUCATION IN NAZI GERMANY The Nazis realised that controlling the nature of 
education received by children was vital to their attempts to indoctrinate German 
youth. In 1934, Nazi Party member Bernhard Rust was appointed as Minister of Science 
and Education. Rust dismissed teachers who the Nazis considered ‘undesirable’ and set 
about revising the national curriculum of state secondary schools so that it incorpo-
rated elements of Nazi ideology, including Nazi beliefs on the natural superiority of the 
Germanic people. Rust also supervised the production of a range of text books for use in 
secondary schools; these books were little more than compilations of Nazi propaganda. 
The Nazis established several ‘Adolf Hitler Schools’ throughout Germany. These schools 
accepted 12 year old boys who had been identified as potential future Nazi Party lead-
ers and provided them with six years of intensive leadership training  

INCREASE IN PREJUDICE TOWARD 
GERMAN JEWS There is substantial docu-
mentary evidence to suggest that from as 
early as 1934, German Jews experienced an 
increase in the prejudice directed toward 
them from non-Jewish German youth. 
Much of this prejudice was directed at Ger-
man Jewish school children; systematic bul-
lying of Jewish children caused many Jewish 
parents to withdraw their children from 
state schools well before the Nazis banned 
German Jewish children attending state 
schools in 1938.  (successful) 

THE SS and the HOLOCAUST By the time 
the Nazis occupied Poland in 1939 and began 
the genocide of European Jewry, many of 
the men and junior officers of the SS had 
practically grown up under the Nazi regime 
and hence been indoctrinated with Nazi ide-
ology for several years. Several historians 
have suggested that the SS were only able 
to carry out the atrocities of the Holocaust 
because the moral sense of many of their 
members had been corrupted by Nazi indoc-
trination.  (successful) 

YOUTH AND RESISTANCE German 
youth was the source of the majority of 
the active resistance offered to the Nazi 
regime within Germany.  Members of the 
Edelweiss Pirates, the Swing Kids and the 
White Rose Group had all experienced a 
Nazi education and in many cases had 
been members of Nazi youth groups, yet 
all firmly rejected the Nazi regime and 
its ideology  (unsuccessful) 

How successfully had he 
Nazis indoctrinated the 
German Youth? 









The Nazi viewpoint on religion 
The Nazis believed in Constructive Christianity and freedom for every religious denomination (group). But in 
reality, the Nazis saw the Church and Christianity as a threat to their policies. One-third of Germans were 
Catholics and two-thirds were Protestants. At the beginning they cooperated with the Nazis. They believed 
that the new government protected them from communism and maintained traditional morals and family val-
ues. 

Links with the Catholic and 
Protestant Churches 
Hitler signed a concordat with the 
Pope in 1933. He promised full reli-
gious freedom for the Church and 
the Pope promised that he wouldn’t 
interfere in political matters. 

Then, the Nazis started to close 
Catholic churches. Many monasteries 
were shut down and the Catholic 
Youth Organisation was abolished 
(remember that the Nazis had creat-
ed the Hitler Youth Movement). 

The Pope protested by issuing a let-
ter in 1937, which was to be read in 
every Catholic Church. This didn’t 
have any impact at all. 

Around 400 priests were arrested 
and sent to the Dachau concentration 
camp. 

The National Reich Church 
There were 28 Protestant groups in Germany, and they were 
merged to form the National Reich Church in 1936. A member of 
the Nazi party was elected Bishop of the Church. Non-Aryan min-
isters were suspended. 

Church members called themselves German Christians, with "the 
Swastika on their chest and the Cross in their heart." 

Not everyone was happy with the new Church. The Confessing 
Church was formed by Martin Niemöller in 1934 with 6,000 minis-
ters, leaving 2,000 behind in the National Reich Church. This was 
a challenge to the Nazis. Around 800 ministers were arrested and 
sent to concentration camps. 

Niemöller was arrested in 1937 and sent to Dachau, then Sach-
senhausen, until 1945. Dietreich Bonhoeffer was imprisoned in 
1943 and was later executed. 

 

Martin Niemöller  

Further information 
Christians weren’t the only ones being persecuted by the 
Nazis. About one-third of Jehovah Witnesses were 
killed in concentration camps as they weren’t willing to 
fight for any cause, and therefore refused to serve in 
the army. 

The following religious groups disappeared from Germa-
ny: 

• The Salvation Army 

• Christian Saints 

• The Seventh Day Adventist Church 

The following groups were banned: 

• Astrologers 

• Healers 

• Fortune tellers 

Pagans - The German Faith Movement was pro-Nazi. 
They were racist. They worshipped the sun and the sea-
sons. 





KEY Organizations  

Action T-4  

 

KEY TERMS  

Eugenics and Euthanasia  
‘THE MASTER RACE’  

Defeat in World War I and the subsequent humbling of Germany by the Al-
lies challenged the Nazi belief in the natural superiority of the Germanic 
race. The Nazis argued that the defeat and humiliation of Germany had been 
made possible by the Germanic race becoming ‘contaminated’ and weakened 
through biological and cultural integration with other ‘inferior’ races. The 
Nazis believed that if they were to make the German people ‘The Master 
Race’, they would first have to purge it of all weakness and imperfection.  

ACTION T4  

The most radical element of Nazi eugenics was Action T4, an invol-
untary euthanasia programme which began in August 1939. The first 
targets of Action T4 were children with severe physical and mental 
disabilities. Between August 1939 and 1941, over 5000 children 
were removed from state hospitals and taken to ‘paediatric clinics’ 
where they were killed, usually by lethal injection. In October 1939, 
Action T4 was extended to disabled adults kept within state care 
facilities. By 1940, the number of adults being eliminated under the 
auspices of Action T4 was so high that ‘special treatment’ centres 
were constructed throughout Germany and each was equipped with a 
gas chamber.  

Action T4 was ended in August 1941 after it was exposed and con-
demned by the Catholic Bishop of Münster, Clemens von Galen.  

HOW DID NAZI EUGENICS DEVELOP BETWEEN 1933? 

Propaganda: Almost immedi-
ately after the Nazis came to 
power, they began a propaganda 
campaign intended to cause 
resentment towards ‘Useless 
Eaters’ and ‘Undesirables’. 

There is evidence to suggest 
that Hitler considered starting 
an involuntary euthanasia pro-
gramme as early as 1933 but 
was concerned that public opin-
ion may not have supported 
such measures; a propaganda 
campaign was therefore a vital 
measure in reconciling the Ger-
man people to Nazi eugenics. 

The Sterilisation: In July 
1933, the Nazis passed a 
Sterilisation Law which per-
mitted them to carry out 
compulsory sterilisation of 
people with mental illness 
and hereditary diseases. 

In September 1933, the Na-
zis extended compulsory 
sterilisation to alcoholics, 
vagrants and habitual crimi-
nals. 

Between 1934 and 1941, ap-
proximately 320,000 people 
were compulsorily sterilised 
by the Nazi regime. 

Undesirables in Concentra-
tion Camps: By 1936, homo-
sexuals, the long-term unem-
ployed, juvenile delinquents 
and prostitutes were being 
interred in concentration 
camps en masse. 

The Nazis primary intention in 
interring ‘undesirables’ within 
concentration camps was to 
inflict ‘corrective training’ 
upon them. However, camps 
such as Buchenwald operated 
under extremely brutal re-
gimes and many inmates died 
or were murdered before com-
pleting their sentences. 

ACTION T4: After Germa-
ny went to war in 1939, the 
Nazi regime decided it was 
not willing to tolerate 
‘Useless Eaters’ draining 
medical resources from the 
military and introduced invol-
untary euthanasia for those 
with severe physical and 
mental disabilities. 

Action T4 lasted from 1939 
until 1941 and it is estimated 
that over 72.000 people 
were killed in the pro-
gramme. 



THE NAZIS AND ANTI-SEMITISM  

Anti-semitism in Germany did not begin with the birth of the Nazi Party. For 
centuries, Jews living within Christian societies in central Europe had been widely 
regarded as outcasts and were subject to periodic persecution. The Nazis seized 
on these traditional prejudices to make European Jews a scapegoat for the polit-
ical and social problems which affected post-war Germany. In Nazi ideology, 
Jews were presented as being envious of the superiority of the Germanic race 
and of plotting the destruction of Germany in league with communists.  

When the Nazis came to power in 1933, they began to consider ways by which 
they could ‘cleanse’ German society of Jewish influence. Between 1933 and 1938, 
the Nazis implemented a range of anti-semitic policies intended to force Jews 
into leaving Germany.  

1933-1935: YEARS OF PERSECUTION  

In April 1933 the Nazis demanded a one-day boycott of Jewish shops and busi-
nesses. The boycott was enforced by the SA and was intended to signal to German 
Jews that they were not considered a part of Nazi Germany. 1934 saw the Nazis 
increase the distribution of anti-semitic propaganda and in September 1935, the 
Nazis passed anti-Jewish legislation known as ‘The Nuremburg Laws’. These laws 
consisted of: i) ‘The Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour’ which 
banned marriages and sexual relations between German Jews and ‘pure blood’ Ger-
mans and ii) ‘The National Citizenship Law’ which stripped Jews of German citizen-
ship. This latter measure essentially denied Jews the protection of the Bill of 
Rights written into the Weimar Constitution.  

THE NIGHT OF BROKEN GLASS  

April to October 1938 saw an intensifica-
tion of Nazi persecution of the Jews who 
remained in Germany. Jews were required 
to register their property with the authori-
ties in order to make it easier for the Nazis 
to confiscate Jewish owned assets. Jewish 
doctors, dentists and lawyers were forbid-
den to treat ‘pure blood’ Germans and all 
Jews were required to have a red letter ‘J’ 
stamped on their passports.  

On the night of the 9th November 1938, 
the Nazis orchestrated violent attacks on 
synagogues, Jewish homes, shops and 
schools throughout Germany and Austria in 
an event which has since become known as 
Kristallnacht (‘The Night of Broken Glass’). 
At least 91 Jews were killed in Kristallnacht 
while over 30,000 were arrested and in-
terred in concentration camps.  

Key People: Adolf Eichmann  

Key Organisations: Einsatzgruppen, Death’s Head SS (TV-SS)  

Key Terms: Genocide, Holocaust 

  

Adolf Eichmann 



INCREASE OF ANTI-SEMITIC SENTIMENT  

Although there was anti-semitism in Germany before the Nazis came to 
power, German Jews were widely accepted as part of German society in the 
imperial and Weimar eras.  

The Nazis tried to increase anti-semitic sentiment in Germany through use 
of propaganda and corruption of the national curriculum in schools.  

The basic message of the anti-semitic propaganda produced by the Nazis 
was that Jews were not part of German society and should not be accepted 
as such.  

 

ENFORCED SEGREGATION  

The 1935 ‘Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour’ was the 
most deliberate attempt made by the Nazis to forcibly segregate Jews 
from the rest of German society.  

In April 1933, the Nazis passed laws restricting the number of Jewish 
students in German schools and universities.  

The Nazis prevented Jewish doctors, lawyers and dentists from having 
non-Jewish clients.  

 

 

DENIAL OF LIVELIHOOD  

The Nazis attempted to prevent German Jews from earning a 
living by pressurizing non-Jewish Germans into boycotting 
Jewish owned shops and businesses and making it difficult for 
business owners to employ Jews.  

The Nazis confiscated the property and savings of German 
Jews and placed strict controls on how much money Jews could 
hold in bank accounts.  

 

DENIAL OF LEGAL PROTECTION  

The 1935 ‘National Citizenship Law’ essentially denied Jews the protection of the 
Bill of Rights written into the Weimar Constitution.  

Without legal protection, Jews had little defence against the range of discrimi-
natory measures taken against them by the Nazis.  

 



‘THE JEWISH PROBLEM’ German conquests of 1939 

to 1942 brought most of the Jews of Europe under the control of 
the Nazi regime. The vast majority of European Jewry was located in 
Eastern Europe, an area which the Nazis had long aspired to make 
part of a ‘Greater Germany’. The Nazis had intended to ‘cleanse’ 
Eastern Europe of its Jewish population through forced emigration 
but with over 3 million Jews living in Poland and a further 2.5 million 
living in the European sector of Russia, the Nazis were forced to 
accept that they would not be able to displace such a large number 
of people. The issue of how to rid Eastern Europe of its Jewish popu-
lation was referred to by the Nazi leadership as ‘the Jewish prob-
lem’.  

EINSATZGRUPPEN AND GHETTOS The Nazi 

mass murder of European Jews began in 1939 when the Einsatzgrup-
pen followed the German army into Poland and systematically mur-
dered entire Jewish communities. After April 1941, the activities of 
the Einstazgruppen were extended into Russia and it is estimated 
that between 1939 and 1943, the Einstazgruppen murdered over 
half a million people.  

At the same time as the Einsatzgruppen began conducting their 
campaign of mass murder, the Nazis forced Jews from Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Austria into ghettos established within major 
cities of Eastern Europe. These Jewish ghettos were little more 
than large scale prison camps characterised by overcrowding, famine 
and unsanitary conditions. Between 1939 and 1942, thousands of 
Jews living within ghettos died of disease and malnutrition.  

‘THE FINAL SOLUTION’ In July 1941, Her-

man Göring issued Reinhard Heydrich with a written order 
to devise a ‘final solution’ to ‘the Jewish problem’. In Janu-
ary 1942, Heydrich hosted the Wannsee Conference in 
which he announced to senior Nazi administrators that the 
Jewish population of Nazi controlled Europe was to be de-
ported to specially constructed death camps within East-
ern Europe and exterminated.  

Deportations to the death camps began in spring 1942 un-
der the supervision of Adolf Eichmann. Between 1942 and 
1945, death camps at Auschwitz, Treblinka, Belzec, So-
bibor, Chelmno and Majdanek claimed the lives of approxi-
mately 3 million Jews. It is estimated that a total of 5.75 
million Jews were murdered by the Nazi regime between 
1939 and 1945.  



THE ROLE OF HITLER AND THE NAZI LEADERSHIP  

Hitler’s personal role in the Holocaust remains a subject of intense controversy as some histori-

ans maintain that Hitler did not fully understand the reality of the death camps.  

Whatever Hitler’s role in ‘The Final Solution’, he was undoubtedly responsible for encouraging the 

anti-semitic element of Nazi ideology; it was this anti-semitism which led to the Holocaust.  

There is substantial documentary evidence to demonstrate that other senior Nazi leaders, par-

ticularly Himmler and Göring, gave direct orders for the genocide of European Jewry.  

 

THE ROLE OF THE SS  

The officers and men of the SS were the primary architects 

and executioners of the Holocaust.  

The leadership of the SS, particularly Heydrich and Eich-

mann, was responsible for the overall planning of ‘The Final So-
lution’..  

The various units of the SS carried out the genocide of Euro-

pean Jewry: the Einstazgruppen were under the command of 
the SS, the RSHA was responsible for the deportation of 
Jews to death camps while the camp were staffed by ‘The 
Death’s Head SS’.  

 

THE  

THE ROLE OF GERMAN INSTITUTIONS AND INDUSTRY  

The implementation of ‘The Final Solution’ depended on the Nazi regime receiving the co-operation of 
German institutions and private industry.  

From the Transport Ministry arranging trains for the deportation of Jews to German construction 
companies building death camp crematoria, this co-operation was freely given.  

The role which German institutions and industry played in the Holocaust was to some extent the result 
the Nazi repression of German society and the distribution of anti-semitic propaganda.  

 

THE ROLE OF EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS  

The ‘The Final Solution’ could not have been carried out without the co-operation of the govern-
ments of nations conquered by or allied to Nazi Germany.  

The governments of nearly all European states under Nazi influence assisted the Nazi regime in 
deporting Jews to death camps.  

The role which European governments played in the Holocaust was largely the result of the Nazi 
practice of appointing the leaders of regional right-wing political parties as puppet state leaders.  

 



Q1 - What does the term "Lebensborn" mean? 

a) a group which replaced trades unions 

b) a home created for Germany's home guard 

c) a home for unmarried mothers to go to have chil-

dren 

d) a home for people with physical disabilities 

 

Q2 - How many Jews were in Germany by 1933? 

a) 550, 000 

b) 1,000, 000 

c) 500, 000 

 

Q3 - How many Jews had left Germany by 1939? 

a) 300, 000 

b) 90, 000 

c) 280, 000 

Q4 - Which event took place on November 9th and 

10th 1938? 

a) Lebensborn 

b) Kristallnacht 

c) Strength through Joy 

Q5 - What infamous law was written in September 

1935? 

a) The Enabling Act 

b) The Nuremberg Laws 

c) Kristallnacht 

Q6 - What did the Nazis believe the role of women 

should be? 

a) Make political decisions 

b) represent multiple political parties 

c) Be at home and look after children 

Q7 - How much money was offered to women to 

quit their posts and marry? 

a) 1000 Reichsmarks 

b) 10 Reichsmarks 

c) 100 Rentenmarks 

d) 10,000 Reichsmarks 

Q8 - What percentage of women were allowed to 

attend universities from 1933 onwards? 

a) 10% 

b) 5% 

c) 15% 

d) 20% 

Q9 - How many children did Gertrud Scholtz-Klink 

have? 

a) 2 

b) 4 

c) 6 

d) 8 

Q10 - what did the Nazis restrict the use of? 

a) contraception 

b) marriage councillors 

c) mortgages 

d) birthing wards 

Q11 - How many people were in the Hitler Youth by 

1933? 

a) 3.2 million 

b) 2.3 million 

c) 32 million 

d) 23 million 

Q12 - For males, What age group was the Hitler 

Youth compulsory for? 

a) 0-8 

b) 15-21 

c) 10-18 

d) 16- 18 

Q13 - What was formed in 1930 to indoctrinate 

young women into the Hitler Youth? 

a) The BDM 

b) The HJ 

c) The Lebensborn 

d) The DAF 

Q14 - In 1934 Bernhard Rust was employed by the 

Nazis, what his role? 

a) The Head of the HJ 

b) Head of Maths 

C) Minister of Science and Education 

d) Propaganda 

Q15 - Which group is the odd one out? 

a) The BDM 

b) The Edelweiss Pirates 

c) The DAF 

d) The HJ 

Q16 - What proportion of Germans were Catholics? 

a) Two - thirds 

b) One-third 

c) A quarter 

d) Half 

Q17 - How many Catholic priests were arrested and 

sent to concentration camps? 

a) 300  

b) 400 

c) 600 

Q18 - The National Reich Church formed in 1936 - 

which religion made up the church? 

a) Protestant 

b) Catholic 

c) Judaism 

Q19 - How many protestant priest were sent to 

concentration camps in 1934? 

a) 300 

b) 300 

c) 600 

d) 800 

Q20 - which Pseudo Science did the Nazis believe in? 

a) Rocket Science 

b) Neuron Science 

c) Natural Science 

d) Eugenics as a Science 

Q21) What was the name given to the euthanasia 

programme developed by the Nazis? 

a) Action T 5 

b) Action T4 

c) Lebensborn 

d) Blitzkrieg 

Q22) What phrase is used to describe the disliking of 

Jews and Judaism? 

a) Anti-Semitism 

b) Anti-Septic 

c) Anti-Sucratic 

d) Anti-Sembodic 

Q23) Who was put in charge of overseeing the Jews 

being sent to Death Camps 

a) Schacht 

b) Himmler 

c) Eichmann 

d) Hitler 

Q24) Which year did The Nazis introduce a Sterilisa-

tion Law for people with disabilities? 

a) 1933 

b) 1932 

c) 1934 

d) 1939 



• Goebbels, the use of propaganda and censorship; Nazi culture; repression  

 



Key People: Reinhard Heydrich and Himmler (pictured) 

Key Terms: Police State, Extra-judicial  

Key Organisations: The Secret State Police (Gestapo) National Main Security Office (RSHA)  People’s Court 

 

1. The Nazis wanted complete control over the machinery  of government and people’s lives.  

2. Hitler’s Enabling Act of 1933 allowed the government to read people’s mail, listen to phone calls and also 
search homes without permission. 

3. The Law for the Reconstruction of the Reich (1934) gave the Nazis total power over local government 

4. There were laws to sack civil servants who didn’t support the Nazis and accept their  rules. 

5. The Nazis also made changes to the justice system. Judges didn’t have to be “fair” and unbiased. In-
stead, they were expected to make rulings that were in line with Nazi Party policy. 

6. The Sicherheitsdienst (SD) was the Nazi intelligence service. It was initially run by Reinhard Heydrich 
-  he aimed to bring every German under continual supervision.  

 

• In 1933, the Nazis set up special courts where the basic rights  of the accused were sus-
pended—they couldn’t appeal or question evidence against them. 

• In 1934, Hitler established the People’s Court in Berlin, which held trials for important polit-
ical crimes. Defendants were nearly always found guilty. 

 

1. Hitler’s Bodyguard was the SS (also known as the Schutzstaffel) and it grew massively under 
the leadership of Himmler during the 1930’s but they were still completely loyal to Hitler and 
feared for their cruelty. 

2. Himmler was also in charge of the unknown (secret) police, the Gestapo. The Gestapo’s job was   
‘to protect public safety and order’ but their methods included cruel interrogations and im-
prisonment without trial. 

3. Many members of the public were arrested by the Gestapo as local wardens were employed to 
ensure Germans were loyal to the Nazi’s and the public were encouraged to report disloyalty. 

4. After 1933, across Germany, concentration camps were created to hold political prisoners and 
anyone considered dangerous to the Nazi’s. Some of these were later turned into death 
camps. 

However… 

• Most Germans were prepared to go along with the new regime, some out of fear.  

• Others went along because they believed in their aims, even if they were against the Nazi’s 
brutal methods. 



Key People:  

Joseph Goebbels  

 

Key Terms: 

Propaganda 

 

Key Organisations: 

National Ministry of 
Propaganda 

 

In March 1933, Hitler appointed Joseph 
Goebbels as Minister of Propaganda and gave 
him the mission of indoctrinating 
(brainwashing) the German people with Nazi 
ideals (ideologies).  
 

Goebbels proved to be a brilliant and innova-
tive propagandist (someone who creates 
propaganda) and developed a method of prop-
aganda built on the principle that if a mes-
sage is delivered to a population in a grand 
manner and with sufficient frequency, even-
tually the population will stop questioning 
whether or not the message is true and simp-
ly accept it. Goebbels method of propaganda 
has since been termed as ‘The Big Lie’ tech-
nique. Goebbels used a combination of ‘The 
Big Lie’ and strict censorship to ensure that 
the German people accepted the ideals and 
values of the Nazi Party. 

Goebbels established the National Chamber of Culture in Sep-
tember 1933. This office consisted of seven divisions: theatre, 
literature, music, radio, newspapers, visual arts and film. Art-
ists, writers, actors, journalists and film makers had to regis-
ter with the Chamber of Culture before they could perform or 
have their work published.  
 
If the Nazis disapproved of a particular artist or writer, they 
would revoke (take away) their registration and prevent them 
from working. The formation of the Chamber of Culture effec-
tively enabled Goebbels to dictate the nature of culture (art/
films/music et.c) produced within Germany.  
 

The Nazis considered much of the culture produced during the 
Weimar era to be ‘degenerate’ (not good enough) and were ea-
ger to replace it with forms of culture which promoted what 
they considered to be properly ‘Germanic’ values: austerity 
(authority), militarism, obedience and sacrifice (do what is 
right for the nation). 

THE NAZIS AND MODERN MEDIA: The Nazi leadership as a whole and Goebbels in 
particular understood that modern forms of media such as radio and cinema were poten-
tially powerful tools of propaganda. Goebbels went to great lengths to make sure that 
the Nazis exercised a high level of control over radio broadcasts within Germany. He 
made radios affordable to the majority of the population by ordering the mass produc-
tion of cheap radio sets known as the ‘People’s Receiver’. Goebbels then ensured that 
Hitler was given extensive air time in order that his speeches became a feature of eve-
ryday life in Germany.  
 
The Nazis also produced their own propaganda films which glorified the Nazi Party or 
attacked the nations and ethnic groups which the Nazis considered to be their enemies. 



Q1 - What was the name of Hitler's secret police? 

1) The SS 

2) The Brown Shirts 

3) The Gestapo 

4) The RSHA 

Q2 - Which law did Hitler pass which allowed the 

Government to read people's mail? 

1) The Enabling Act 

2) The Law for Reconstruction of the Reich (1934) 

3) The Schutztaffel 

4) The Naval Laws 

Q3 - Where were political prisoners sent to? 

1) The Gestapo Headquarters 

2) Concentration Camps 

3) To the Schutzstaffel 

4) To Himmler 

Q4 - Which law was created that gave Nazis total 

power over the government? 

1) The RSHA 

2) The  Enabling Act 

3) The  Law for the Reconstruction of the Reich 

Q5 - What was the name of the Nazi intelligence 

service? 

1) Gestapo 

2) The RSHA 

3) The Sicherheitsdienst 

Q6 - In what year did the Nazis start sending political 

prisoners to death camps? 

1) 1936 

2) 1937 

3) 1933 

Q7 - What was the "SS" also known as? 

1) The Storm Troopers 

2) The Sigfried Pirates 

3) The Schutzsaffel 

4) The Schegtapo 

Q8 - Who was in charge of the Gestapo? 

1) Himmler 

2) Hitler 

3) Heidrich 

4) Herbert 

Q9 - In what year did Hitler establish the People's 

Court in Berlin? 

1) 1933 

2) 1934 

3) 1937 

4) 1938 

Q10 - What are the 4 letters assigned to National 

Main Security Office? 

1) NAZI 

2) ISIS 

3) RSPC 

4) RSHA 

Q11 - What was Joseph Goebbels' job? 

1) Minister of Propaganda 

2) Minister of Transport 

3) Minister of Education 

4) Minister of Justice 

Q12 - what year was Goebbels given this position? 

1) 1933 

2) 1936 

3) 1937 

4) 1934 

Q13- what has Goebbels' method of propaganda 

eventually known as? 

1)"The Big Truth" 

2)"The Big Lie" 

3)"The Big Hope" 

4)"The Big Life" 

Q14 - what did Goebbels also do to other forms of 

media? 

1) Published all media 

2) Censored media 

3) Encouraged all citizens to publish media 

4) Pioneered social media 

Q15 - what did Goebbels establish? 

1) National Chamber of Culture 

2) Nationalist Socialist party 

3) Nationalist Trades Unions 

4) Nationalist Leader 

Q16 - How many divisions made up the National 

Chamber of Culture? 

1) 4 

2) 3 

3) 5 

4) 7 

Q17 - Which word means to "take something away"? 

1) Repair 

2) Revoke 

3) Restrict 

4) Resolve 

Q18 - what did the Nazis class the type of art pro-

duced during the Weimar Era? 

1) Amazing 

2) Alright 

3) Disgusting 

4) Degenerate 

Q19 - what media was considered "modern" during 

the Nazi's time in power? 

1) Twitter and Facebook 

2) Radio and Cinema 

3) DVD and CD 

4) Tapes and Vinyl 

Q20 - What was the name given to the cheap radio 

sets the Nazis encouraged people to buy? 

1) The People's Receiver 

2) The People's TV 

3) The People's Pod 

4) The People's Restrictor 

Q21 - What was broadcast everyday in Germany? 

1) Hitler's paintings 

2) Hitler's speeches 

3) Hitler's movies 

4) Hitler's soap operas 

Q22 - What did the Nazis also produce lots of? 

1) Propaganda Movies 

2) Propaganda Radio Shows 

3) Propaganda TV Shows 

4) Propaganda Clothes 

Q23- What did the films target or express? 

1) Attacking other countries 

2) Attacking animals 

3) Attacking ethnic groups 

4) Attacking political parties  

Q24—What does austerity mean? 

1) Being awesome 

2) Be authoritative 

3) Being  angry 

4) Being alienated   




